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TO THE 
Wavering or Seduced 


INDEPPNDENT 


READER. 


Deare Brother, 


Learned Door 
hath preſented 2 

reatile to 
the view of the 
world, which 


proves the Presbyterian Go« 
vernment DEPENDANT © 
be Gods Ordinance, and not 

A 2 the 


the. Presbyterian Government 
INDEPENDENT, by ſtrong 
Arguments drawn from. plain 
texts of Scripture. For three 
Reaſons following I have pre- 
vaild with him ſome Ob- 
ſervations gathered out of ir, and 
digeſted into this ſhort Carte- 
chiſme, might be publiſhed for | 
thy good. 

' Firſt becauſe thou maiſt be 
erfwaded rherchy | either not 


waver, or to.bepertectÞy re- 
formed from. thar ; Fi ous 
erour Of I | 
Secondly, beczuſe ſome have | 
objected , The' Doors Trea- 
tife is tedious ,' though "every 
particular in irbe abſolutely ne- 
ceſlary | 


. LE mn  FY 


THE EPISTLE, ©» 


eeſfiry "ro vindicate Treth from 
Ertor , this — may 
vite thes (erioufly - and} Ig 
ro read it, thou we tra wor | 
finde mach ftisfhRion to th 
unftable- minde in" it, if with 
the men of Berea, Aa. 17.7 


| Thout featch the Scriptures. Wi 


nieeties delight thee I reftr thee 
tothe Doors Treatiſe, which 
is a gardeti fult of fulkt lows 
ers. 

Thirdly, becauſe thy —_ 
ritable Teachers , not able to 
juſtifie their ford opinion , yet 


* have unworthily vilified the 


Doctors ſound judgement cal- 
ling him Apoltate, foole , that 
he is crazed 1a his braine, being 
A 3 ” not 


£ THE EPISTLE, 


not miſled with their New 

bur hath clearly diſco- 
vered the miſt of Errour Ant 
with they have blinded thine, 
and hr ox eyes. Chriſtian cha- 
rity binds me to give him deſer- 
ved applauſe, for his Pious,Lear- 
ned and Charitable worke, that 
thou mayſt be reformed thereby, 
is the prayer of him who wiſh» 
eth thy ark good equally with 


his own. 


Fohn Bernard. 


trMerroreerece 


|, The fiſt part of the Indepen- 
| dents Catechiſme, upon theſe' 
4. Poſitions, 


1. That there were more 
| particular eAſſemblies, and 
' Congregations in the ('hurch 
| of Jeruſalem than one. 

| 2. That all thoſe ſeve- 
rall (ongregations made but 
one Church. 

' + 3. Thatall thoſe ſeverall 
Congregations were under 


one Presbytery. 
Ag 


4. T hat 


$: | 
&. T hat the x ee 


of the Church of Jeraſalem; | 
16.40 be 4 pattern of Go- 


wvernment to all ſucceeding | 


eAges. 
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PPT _ ag 
Chrig _ 
in the 
Church of Jeraſalem, on hetetel 
the Primitive Churches, to be a 
patrern unto all Churches for Go- 
vernment, Doarine, and manners 
untothe end of the VWorkd > 
AHnſw. A Prebyterian Govern- 
ment, that is, by a Common-Councell 
of Preabyrers ( as in the Originall ) 
or more plainely of a Reli grave, 
folid, learned, and wiſe Councell of di- 
vines and minifters, as was in the Af- 


ſcmbly 


0 ”e 2786 LECT 
ſembly, 45. 1. r 5-unto whom Chrifi 
had given the power of the keyes, at, 
18. 16. 17+ 1$- That this was the Go- 
vernment eſtabliſhed in che Church, 
plainely appeares by theſe texts of 
Scripture» AB. 14. 24+ A9#. 20. 19, 
28. Tit.1.5. 17m. 5.17. Heb, xy, 
7% 24 1 Pet, 5. 1. 2+ 3+ Jan, $+ 14» 
Aft. ts. 6. 22. Af. 16.4. Aft. 21. 
17. The objetions made by the Inde- 
——— Brerhren, concerning the qua- 
ifcation of rhe Presbyters are punQu- 
ally confuted in the D”* Trgjitiſe page 
19. tothe 29. Shewing rhere 1 
no expeRation of miracles in our 
times» though the Apoſtles and Primi- 
tive Presbyrers were exiraordinaril 
gifred for the confirmation of rhe 


of the Goſpell to all ſucceeding ages : ' 
eblef 


Chrift himſelfe proclaimes tho 

ſed thar believe without ſeeing of mi- 

racles, ſob» 20:29. This qualification 

in the Apoſtles, and primitive Presb 

ters is continued unto the end of 
World 


Chatechiſme. $1 


World in the Presbyters and Minifters 
of the Goſpell. Viz. the power of or- 
der,and preachings and the power of 
Juriſdi&ion, or rulings : Becauſe what 
ſoever is written, is for our inftru- 
tion. 

244ﬀ#. Were there many congre- 
gations, and Aſſemblics in the mother 
Church of /eruſalem, which in our dia - 
le& are called Churches : or did the 
multitudes of beleevers in Jeruſalem 
make but one congregation,as the Inde- 

5 ſuppole 2? 

Anſw. Theſe plaine texts of Scrip- 
rure following do clearely prove that 
the many ten thouſands of belicvers - 
- cofiverted by lob: B apts, by Chriſt, 

his Apoſtles, the 70. diſciples and the 
reſt of the primitive Presbyters- could 
never meer together in ohe,40.0r ſcarce- 
| lyin 100. congregations to partake of 
all 2s of worſhip to xdificarion, as 
a2ppeares by rhe multitude of belecvers 
mentioned, in Mat, 2. 1, 2+ 5. 6. 348, 
9-13, 


12 The Independents 
7.12. Lukets.16. Luke 7. 29. lohn 
7.21. 40. 46-47. 48-49. 50. Afs 
2. from the 27. tothe end of the chap- 
ter. eAHs 4-4. 48. 5. 14. A8. 6.1.2. 
3+ 7+ A.21.20. to ſuppoſe theſe mul 
titudes could meet in one congregation 
tobeedifyed is not agreeable to fenſe 
or reaſon. Becauſe there were above 
one hundred preachers, and miniſters 
beſides rhe Apoſtles, and all theſe con- 
tinually taken up in praying & 

unto thoſe many ten thouſands of 
> diſtributed into ſeverall con- 


ations, that poſibly rhey might & 
She cheir preachers being all ſo em- 
ployed, they could nor leaverheir mi- 


niftry co ſerve tables, As 6.2. There: | 


fore of neceffity ſo many miniſters 
muſt have ſeverall places to preach in, 
and thoſe multitudes of believers be di- 
iributed into ſeveral congregations 
for: them to preach to - and ſeverall 
places to baptize in, other-wiſe there 
would have beene great confuſion. K 
of 


| 


Chatechiſme, 12 


For but one of chem could ſpeake ar 
once ro #dification. Theſe plaine teſti- 
monyes of Scripture above cited may 
convincethe Independents error. 

Becauſe they clearely take away the 
Foundation o their New-Churches 
| which are built upon this miſtake, that 
there were no more believers in che 
Church of Teraſalem then could meet 
1n one Congregation. 

Four weake objeRtions to that pur- 
! poſe are punQually confuted by the 
*f Dr. from page 42. unto the 5 2. Pages 

2ue#, Were nor all thoſe hundred 
preachers and the many tea thouſands 
of believers ſo ſcattered abroad in the 
perſecution we read of, 4. 8. 1. 2. 3+ 
That there was lefr no more believers 
in Jeruſalem then could meec in one 

? |. Congregation ? 
: Anſs, By that place is meanc alltthe 
preachers, and miniſters onely, excepr 
: | the — 25 it appeares, AHs 8.4. 
| | they that were ſcattered abroad, went 
to 

R 
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to and fro preaching the Word: As for 
the people» they were many of them 
caft inco priſon,and it is moſt probable' | 
that the reſt were in their owne houſes, 
there is not any mention made of their 
being ſcatrered abroad ; if rhey had, 
they had no Call to preach ; now the | 
rext ſairh rhey did preach that were | 
ſcatrered abroad. Bur by their abiding 
in Jeruſalem the Apoſtles had both en- 
rerrainment and ſafety, without them { 
they could not have ſecur'd themſelves 
from the wolves : And the Apoſtles 
cate was ſuch of feeding the ſheepe of 
Chriſt,rhar they continued in /eruſalen 
to comfort and ſupport the Church ; 
And refreſh the believers in this heat | 
of perſecution : when they wantedrhe | 
helpe of their fairhfull miniſters, and | 
Paſtors. þ 
Duvet, Who Govern'd, ordered, | 
and ruled this Church conſiſting of fo 
many tions and aſſemblies? 
Anſ», The Apoſtles and —__ 
a5 
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(as in the Originall.) 4#. 7. 19. 29- 
20. Af. 15. 2+ 4+ _— At, 16, 4+5» 
Act, 21+.17» 18, 25. And ny 
che Apoſtles in the laces above ſpec 
fied arc te differenc _ thar title | on 
the Presbyrers, yet in all ats of Go- 
vernment performed by chem in the 
Cimrch of Jeruſalem, they were for the 
ſubſtance of them ordinary as ſuch as 
Presbyters dayly perform. And there- 
fore the Apoltles are in them to be con- 
ſidered as Presbyrers who received the 
power of JurildiQion or ruling, and 
ating as Presbyrers were in their ordi- 
nary employm-nt ; Though at orher 
times they uſed Superlarive authority 
as Chriſts extraordinary Ambaſſadors 
2 Cor, 5.20. Some Impertinent Ca» 
vills about the Apoſtles exerciſing the 
office of Presbyters made by the Inde- 
pendents ars clearely taken away by 
the Dr, from pag. $4. unto the g4.P. 
And leaſt any ſhould conceit the A- 
poſtles were not Presbyters, becauſe 

in 


I6 Catechrſme, 


inthofe places above it is ſaid the A- 
poſtles and Presbyrers- making a di- 
ſtintion berwixe them. The- Apoſtle 
Saint Petey reſolves the doubt, 1 Pet. 

—_ $-1,2.3-ih which place Peter ſtyles 
himſelfe a Presbyrer or Elder; In the 
ſecond Epiſtle of /«b» ver.1. Saint 7obn 
doth ſtyle himſelf Presbyter, or Elder, 
ſlaying; The Preiyter to the Elef 
Lady, 

= Saint Paw/likewiſe ſtyles himſelfe 
a Presbyrer if you compare 1 Tim. 4. 
14. with 2 7, 1,6. i0 which places 
it is evident that Saint Pal was one of 
the Presbytery. 

. Que##. Why do the Independent 
Brethren conclude every of their con- 
pregations a particular Church,depen- 
ding upon no other Church ; either for 


when the whole current 6f the Scrip- 
turedorth fo clearly expreffe the Pres- 
byrerian Government Ordain'd by 
Chriſt in the mother Church of Jer»- 


ſalem 


Government, Do&rine, or Manners, |}. 


CaechiPme, 17 
os{em, muſt be 2 parrera unto all daugh- 
ter Churches untill che end of the 

World. | 
Nov it hath beene plainly proved 
"that the Church of Teruſalemconfiſted 
of many congregations, which made 
ut one Church, And chat one Church 
diſtributed - into thoſe particular af- 
ſemblyes, was Geverned by 8 Com- 
mon-Councell or Presbyrery. The ex- 
ample of which Church the Indepen- 

Mgnt Brethren pretend to follow, 
* Anſ#, The Brethrens Anſwer is (e- 
_conded with theſe reaſons. Firſt, be- 
cauſe their particular Churches have 
for their patterne no leſſe then the 
.whole- Calledge of the. Apoſtles and 
'Precbyrers,-42. 1. 15. Where they 
ſate in councell to chuſe a diſciple io 
the place of «das, the. number of th* 
men, not of men and women as in verſe 
14. being one hundred and twenty. 
The Independent Brethren miſtaking 
the members of che congregation, who 
= were 


1L The Indeptudents | 
were meff; and Brethren, werſe 16. atll | 
not men Brerhren and Sifters, do py 'F 
emptorily conclude from hetice, rlete 
were ho more believers in Jeruſalem, 
then in this congregation ; notwith- | 
ſtanding the mulritudeFthat believed, 
and were baptized, by Joh: Baptiſt, and | 
this whole Colledge of Apoſtles and | 
Presbyters before the Paſſion of 
Chriſt. Secondly, Becauſe their Chor- 
 ches (thongh made vp with a number 
of women) by imitating the Afſembly 
of Apoſtles and PresByrert, every par- 
ticular Church doth thereby \gaine the 
ſame Authority which our S&vr/oer ' 
gaveto thewhole Colledge of Apoſtle, 
Mat. 18.15.16. 17.18, which beitg 
extraordinary; and extectiing the t&+ | 
nure of = op cs A o much + 
wer con npon a ſmal congrega- 
his coth ÞrbHevie Brecbren the fo- 
depetidents to be wiſe above that which 
is written, 1C97 4.6, and in knowledpe * | 
to reſemble the children of this world, 
Mit.16.8. The 


| 


l 
[ 
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The ſecond part of the In p e- 
PENDENTS Catechilme, 
'. gathered out of the Treatiſe 
upon thele fix following 
Queres , concerning the ga= 


thering of C HURCHES. 


t, Quere. Here it is 
. commanded 
| in the word 


of God that 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel! ſhall run 


"abort from rheir owne places, and 
* Chrves ro gather believing Chriſtt- 


ans, from 1mongſt believing Chriſt 

ans . ir to their 0vne Independent con- 

Pegariow, and debar them from all 
b 


urch-fellowſhip , and communica- 
B 2 ri0n 
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tion with other believers in Gods holy 
Ordinances and Sacraments. And pre- 
claime, all rhat are rot molded up after 
this new-modell to be a ptop'e out of 
covenant, to have no Tight to rhe ſcales 
of the New-covenant ; neither they | 
nor their children, thoughbelievers, : 
whether this way of gathering Chur- 
«hes was ever heard of before theſe dais 
whetherrhis be to ſet up Chriſt as King | 
upon his rhrone, to make diviſions - 
Scrſmes in Churches and. among be- | 
leivers and Brethren, and that upon | 
groundleſle preterices. 7 
2 -Quere, Whether ig the making 
any min or wolfan a ember of the 
Church, it be neceflary to the believe 
ing,. and being - baptized, that -they | 
ſhould walke ſome dayes, weekes,'+ 
monthes,or yeares with them that rhey 
mav have experience of their converla- 
tion before they can be admitted, and 
after rhat a confeſſion of their faith, 
ſhould be publixely mage before the 
con- 


| 


congregation, andthe eviacuces of their 
cofverſion, as the time wher, the place 
where,the occafion how,they Were con- 
verted: And if any; ether men, or wo- 
men, ſhall except againſt their evidence 
that then they are not to be admit- 
ted. 

3. Quere. Whether for making a- 
ny- man 2 member or an officcr of a 
Chufch, the conſent of the whole con- 

ation, or the greater part of them 
beſdes the Pre:byrers and Miniſters be 
requiſite. 

4.QWtire, Whether for theadmiſſi- 
onof any one into Church-fellowſhip 
and communion a private folemne Co- 
venant be requiſite or neceſſary for the 
making any one a member, the regle&t 
or refuſall of the which makes them 
incapable of their member-ſhipor ad- 


miſſion. 


5-Quere, Whether the women and 
people as well as the Presbvrers and 
Miniſters have the poxyer of the Keyes. 
B-z And 


_—_ _ Py N *1ans the Cone 


o 
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And wheth.: ihe women have all thei 
voices in the Church, both for ele&ion 
and reprobation of members and offi 


cers as well as the men, and whether } 


the conſent of aH the women, or the 


reareſt parr of them robe requiſite, | 


or the making any one a member or | 
officer > So that if they gainſay it, be- | 


ing the greater number, or allow of it, 
the moſt voices carry the buſineſle. 

6.Quere, Wherher the praQtice 
and preaching of all theſe things, and 
the gathering of Churches after this 
manner,be to ſet up Chrift as King up- 
on his throne ; and wherher Churches 
and aſſemblyes thus congregated be the 
onely true Churches in the which only 
Chriſt rules and reigns as King,and all 
other that are not molded up after this 
faſhion, be no true congregated Chur- 
ches, and in the which Chriſt 1s not ſet 
pp as King upon his throne? 

Que#t, Who were commanded by 


| 


l 
: 
l 


Chriſt to preach rhe Goſpell» andto 


propound 


OG 


—  — 


td 23 
to all Nations the conditi- 
00s upon which they were tabe admit- 
ted into his Church; And who were 
to admit them £ 

Anſ»., The Apoſtles onely, 2nd 
Prebyters, and Miniſters of che CoF 
pell ; As appeares by Chriſts Com- 
mifon given unto them and his pro- 
miſe ro be with them uutill che end of 
the World: Mat.28.19.20, Marke 
r6.13.16. A 26.15.tothe 26. very. 
Here the Commiſſion was onely deli- 
vered to the Apoſtles and the Mini- 
ſters of the Goſpel! that chey ſhould 
admit whoſoever believed and were 


baptized. 


Que/f. Did Fobxn Baptii or any of 
the primitive Apoſtles, and Miniſters 
ever call for 2 congregation to joyne 
withthem in the admireing any mem- 
ber into the Church of Chriſt,' or did 
they demand fuch evidences and qu 1li- 
fcations as the Independents do in rhe 


foregoing Queres? 
B 4 Anſw. 


þ 4 (4) 
Anſw. Their preaching, and prac 
in Bapt1zing,which is admitring mem- 
bers into the Church of Chriſt, doth 
ſhew plainely they did it by vertueof 
their Commiſion, no mention being 
made of a new Church, or congregatt 
on to have voices with them , or any 0- 
ther condirtons to be required » then | 
Repent, /elieve, and be baptized; which , 
is plainely proved : Mat. 3.2.6. Lute | 
2-7. Lute 3.29. John 3.4. AB. 2.37. | 
38.4'- Af7.8. 36.37.38. d 
Que#?!, Where did the Apoſtles and | 
primitive Presbyrers delighe to gather | 
Churches? | 
Anſw, es the loſt ſheepe of 
the houſe of 7/rae/, robring them into | 
Chriſts fold; as appeares by Saint 
Paul accomprirg ir a diſhonour to 
build upon another mans Foundation, Rt- 
ManYlq.20. 
Qseſt, What command have wo- " 
- meninche Church either for preach- 
ing, or giving their voices,-1n RR 
CLL0N 


| ion or reprobation ofmembers or of- 
ficers ? 
Anſw. No more command have 
they for any ſuch praQtiſe, then by 
| Sint Pauls words is due unto them, 1 
Cor, 14-34+-35+-26.1 Tim, 2.11-13-i0 
both theſe places it is the Apoſtles 
| fſpeciallcare to prevent womens inter- 
 medlings in matters of the Church, 
' which may forever ſilence the Indepen- 
| dents weake opinion who tolerate wor 
$. mens voicing it intheir Churches con- 
| | trarytothe Wordof God. 
| Queit, May diverſitiesof Religions 
| be tolerated amongſt Chriſtians, or 
f | werethey ever tolerated in the Odor 
) 
| 


c 
- 
y 
f 
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- 
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New-Teſt ament > 
Anſw, The prattiſe ofthe holy men 
of God ſheweth rhey may not, and 
their practiſe is for our imitarion ; 1 
Cor, 10.6.7. Rom, 15.14. Gen, 17.1.2, 
' 24+Gen1$8.17.18.19. Jef. 24.14-15.16. 
In theſe places ir is cleare that Abr#- 
bam, Iſaac, 1aceb, and loſs ſuffered no 
Idelatry 


Faolatry nor Sets in their families, for 
this had been to rolerate all Religions, 
or to worſhip the true God in a falk 
manner, and not to do Juſtice and 
Judgement. 

Que##, Are the examples of the Px 
rriarches, Prophers,and Apoſtles, who 
tolerated onely the rrue Religion or 
the examples of Poland, Tranſyluanis 
and Holand, to be followed, whorole 
rate all Religions ? 


Anſw, Saint Pazl will decide-the |. 


controverfie ſufficiently for us, if we 
delight not more in novelties then in 
the old way preſcribd in the written 
Word: 2«n.12.1,2, Phi, 3.17, phil, 
4+ 8,9. In which places Saint Pau 
doth declare that we muſt nor faſhion 
our ſelves according to this World; 


we muſt not imitate the Saintsbf God | 


intheir failings, and we muſt walke 6 


28 weave him & the reſt of the Saints '* 


for an example, Our bleſſed Savior 


blomes the Angell of the Church of Pare | 


£4M 


2 


| | . C4 erb1f me, 27 


Lamas Thyatira, Laodicoa, Revel, 2.17, 
+2,14.tothe 20. Revel, 2.14,15,16. 
Becauſe they tolerated Balagm and [tzs- 
bell, ſhowing bis great diſpleaſure ap ainſt 
them for it ; Now theſe that labour for 
| 2 toletation of all Religions muſt 
| needs be Luke-warme,ſuch as God will 
| fpte out of his mouth, 

| Queff, Whar examples have we in 
Scripeure for the ſuppreſſing of falſe 
| - Teachers, when chey are opeuly diſco- 
| vered? 

Anſ#. The Propbers 2nd Elders of 
Iſrael in all ages who had the word of 
jaſtice intheir hands to puniſh all ſe- 
ducers as appeares, 1 King! 18. a1, 
Dewtr, 17. 1, 2,7,4,5- 1udges 6.30,31. 
andtheir praRiſe is for our Magiſtrats 
| imitation, 1 Cor. 16. 6; 7. Komans 

5-14, 

'*  Queff, Whateſteemeought Chri- 

Rians ro have of thoſe Independent mi- 
, lifters who inſtead of preaching the 

Word of God, in ſeaſon and out of 
r ſeaſon, 
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ſeaſon to convert ſoules, preach their 
owne traditions and inventions» to de- 
troy rhoſe precious foules which o- | 
wn Godly Miniſters have conver- 
red ? 

Anſ#. Saint Pauls ſentence is of a- 
ny ſuch falſe reacher, Let bim be accur- 
ſed, Gal, 1.8,9. Andif we will believe 
our Saviours words z Such mens con- | 
dition is very dangerous whatſoever 
they may-promiſe tothemſelves; Mat, | 
18.6,7. Woe be whnte that man ty whon 
the offence com+th, Now (uch offence 
is come by wandring after the Inde- 
pendene Miniſters New-lights, that all | 
Godly Miniſters may with Saint Paul | 
with they were cut off, who trouble 
the Church, by ſuch groundleſſe pre 
rence. | 

Ard whereas all Golly Presbyten,] 
and Miniſters, who preach Chriſt ou” 
of good will,open the eyes af the blind, | 
rurne them from darkeneſſe to light, 


and from the power of Satan unto | 
Gol | 


C atecbiſme, 29 
God, oupht highly to be Honour'd for 


. | - their workes ſake; 1 Theſſ. 5.13. Tes, 
that they deſerve doutle Honour, 1 Tim, 
5-17. Yet the ſame Apoſtle doth on 

, | the contrary give unto all believersa 

s | ſpeciall caution To Leware of falſe 

| teachers Rom, 16. 17,18. (Coloſſ. 2.8. 

, | 2 Epiſtle of Saint /obn g, 10,7.verſes) 

|}, Concluding that they that are ſuch ſerve 

| mot the Lord Teſus Chriſt, but therr owns 
Lellies, and with faire ſpeech, and flatter- 
mg decerye the hearts of the ſimple, 


